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Empty Me

It was great to =ee everybody at Shinjo Church, the other day when | got baptized. In Japsn Catholics are
given christian nameas and ming is Teresa, after Mothar Taresa, Althaugh 1 am not worthy of that name. | have
always admired Mother for her actions and ways of spesking. There is a prayer that she introduced in & bock
that | always treasura:"lord grant that | may sek rather to comfort than be camforted ; to undarstand rather
than be understocd: to love rather than be loved, for it s by forgetting seff that one finds . It I3 by forghing
that one is forgiven. ILis by dying that one awakans 1o aternal life. Amen”

In other words,” empty me *, so | can be full of God's love, | think this Is the most important part of being
Catholic and someathing we can do to make a bettar world, starting with the peaple around us, This is Just what
| see with the Philippine people | have met. To care for others when in need, just taking time o talk to
family.ate. | have learmed a lot from vou mga ate. mga nanay. S0 | would ke to pass this spint on to othars |
meet in my life, as a Catholic, Maraming maraming salamat, God bless you sl {4, Kazama).
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FA]J Souls Dayj Mass in Shinjo Church

SEFV1E1B(1LRE) Al Saints Day T :-Elt 118:28. EIEWE': All Souls Day 2. ﬁﬁhﬂﬁrﬂb;‘)ﬁﬁﬁ]ﬁr
FEARU OBECOE 2 LSBT BN SELEEBERCSIC LT ABE2OMTY.
FTIRECERIOANMT 1 REMFTHETIELELE. LT T0ER< ETROHAFELELLE. MoBEBERED 70
SEOSHNTIRELIC. SLOB4 S HIENLELLL. D UELTR1181 BB C B CiITE. S BOB TSSECE
U EASvEAESTC S ER TR Mo EEENTHE TR RN LT BEi 0 JBn=Hic
BT FE0H0MESOBNELL. SN S BhA LSERLWELEY OL 2 s i ED Uy DR S LT T E D
HESCEPFLL FEETOSESLVNVEERTEDET. L oBRICEE DI T FEW.God Bless Us Al (A0
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Sa unang pagkakataon napakasarap pakinggan ang salita ng divos na narinia natin kay Fr. Cindo Santiago.
Ang lzang communlty na plnagsasamahan nating mga Fillping dito sa Japan nz binug ng pananampalstaya
Upang maging masyos and samahan. Huwad nating kalilimutan ne ang Panginoon ay 18ging nasa ating puso.
Lagl nating llagay ang Pangincon sa gltna ng ating community at palawskin ang kaalaman sa ok ng simba-
han . (Sato Erinda ), @
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Iwould like to thank Fr. Honma, and the community of Catholic Shinfo Church far imviting me to celebrate the
Eucharist last August 17, 2014, Special thanks also for the warm welcomes and the sumptuous Philippine meal.
It was indeed an enriching experience far ma and a timely reminder from the Lord how to do mission in the
Land of the rsing sun. | would lika to share a few reflectians an my short stay at Shinjo.

On our way to the parleh, (as | was fetchad from ghinjo station by the leader of the group Elesa Kutsuzawa).
| was told that the community started more than 20 yvears ago without & church building.nor a regular place to
celebrate the BEucharist, In spite of this, evervone gathered together every Sunday and would have massin a
ramsan shap, of in a park. among other places. This only shows hiow 2ach one thirsts for the word and yeams
for the Body and Blood of Chiist. Now that a beautiiul church has been given by the Lord to the aroup. it mace
me reflect on the baglinnings of this community and how this foundation should rever ba forgotten. At
prezent, with a place to celebrate mass, we ask ourselves. Where has the unwavering faith gone? Some may
answer, it has remained strong as before, or even stronger, or perhaps some may respond, forgotten
together with all the community experiences of the past. This made me think even desper about my own
viocation story, How was it befors | came to the seminary, before coming 1o Japan, or befors ordination’ After
the long Journey leading me to whera | am now, has the unwavering falth remained. has it become stronger,
of has been It lost In space? Looking back to past experiences, with 2l the ups and downs, has helped ma
as | continue on with my journey from here. | strongly recommend that the community co the same.

Althaugh majority of the parishioners in Shinjo Church are Filipinos, they celebrate their regular masses in
Japaness with Fr. Honma, wha comas all the way from Yamagata City on Sunday aftermoan just ta e with the
community. From tima 12 tme. Enalish masses are calebrated. With only two Japanesa mambers of the Shinja
community. thers is no reason for them not o continue being with one ancthar. Aftar all, it 15 Shinje parlsh
community that celebrates & constant reminder to never give up, and that being the minority in number =hould
not be a hindrance in community bulding. In addition, the community also keep a mutually beneficial
relatianship with the neighbors of parish, What a way to Be a living withess of our faith, being a fareigner in this
Country.

Finally. as In any community. | exparienced tha perseverance of the group. especially the leaders. desplte
all the dificultes that comes along the way, the challenges, cbstecles to growth and purlfication of our
relationship with God and with one ancther as we go on with ocur senvice, In my short stay with the community.
| felt the jovful expression of faith, in liturgy and in fellowship, the wam Filiping hospitality, coupled with the
warm Japanese “omatenashi.” 2ealous senvice to the community, and perseverance amidst the challenges
the community faces.

To end, | would lke to encourage active cooperation and participation of all, welcoming to ald and new
members, and perseversnce in prayer. | =hall journey closely with your community, in spite of the geographical
distance that separates us, for nothing is too far bebween hearts are bound by the love of Christ, God Bless
wou alll - { Dindo Santiago SVD ),

i i i T i iy i i i, T, ™ Cm, i i i L T a2

A
M- L.

A
7 MMl ll:: ln

MERRDEHEE

BRSBTS AR B LEY,  78278.9R59—55583 118300, MERL

2014&&&0:5:@\5@@:#50&# 5x@Li=2-2

"«.

ey
NECRELFHELE [
RGOSR ESIEE M

=AOENTI. Bl
HOET FENELCS

T Apamp L RULES

5R235~68138. 28M0 0T () -~
b V5. LTE YL ETE. ]
AMEE FAAEEDELE, RO,

78208 BOKE L HEROHESI-50%

FEOPES HETSREBESADRRICHME. 12B238IC0URVANETI=
ESICL WBNBRER DI EETHRL tﬁ%ﬁtﬁﬁ«.&hﬂi@g}
L, i HAABHER BNECOSAT T,

o



