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The First Gathering Of Foriegners in Sendai Diocese

A year has passed since the nightmare of March 11 happened. It has been labeled in Japanese the ¥t
TR 5 (Tohoku-chiho Taiheiyo-oki Jishin), the biggest earthquake ever to hit Japan. It struck at
14.46 with a magnitude of 9.0 and was assigned the highest level 7 on the Japanese earthquake scale.
Because of this, a lot of people were forced to abandon homes and businesses in the shadow of the Fuku-
shima nuclear plant. Tens of thousands of refugees are still in limbo, unable to return and having to battle
for compensation. Some of those who fled the clouds of radiation that spewed from the plant after it was
swamped by last March's tsunami could be allowed home over the next few years as areas are decontami-
nated. But others may be unable to return for decades. Some towns will effectively pass into history, little
more than names on a map where no one lives because it is too dangerous. Twelve months on from the
disaster, few have received the compensation payouts they expected from the plant. Some feel helpless,
with one describing the battle for compensation as in to “ants trying to tackle an elephant”.Outside the
zone in Fukushima prefecture as a whole, 1.5 million have been affected, with livelihoods lost. As farmland
has been polluted, roads can’t be used and businesses _ such as hotels or shops _ closed.Another major
problem they are facing now is the effects of the radiation. Nuclear victims still don't see a clear picture
of how much damage they have suffered since it might not become apparent for many years.With the First
Gathering of Foreigners in Sendai Diocese held last Saturday, June 23rd , at Corasse Fukushima. A lot of
participants from all over Japan attended in the hope of sharing to their fellow Christians any humanitarian
help that they can offer. It's just a big co-incidence that the total participants on that day is 311 which
becomes more meaningful as the date of the calamity had happened exactly a year ago of the same date.
The first workshop was focused on how the incident affected the lives of each and everyone. And from the
information that was gathered, a lot of voluntary groups become united in order to be of service to their
fellowmen.The second workshop was more focused on how each and everyone can help, especially those
who are still struggling for their daily life. The presence of Bishop Hiraga and Bishop Matsuura also helped
because some people were able to ask personally how the church stands and what hope every church in
Sendai Diocese wishes to convey to the higher authority of the church in Japan. As a whole it was indeed
a very wholesome gathering with the hope of being united and be of service to every fellowmen especially
foreigners living in Japan. (Cristine Sato)
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“We have heard your hardships and sacrifices
you’'ve met before this “beautiful blessings”
came to you. This is really an amazing grace
from God, a place your church you can call your
own home.

Congratulations and thank you for everything.
May the good Lord continue to bless you more
abundantly. Maraming salamat po------ .



