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"Our Lady of the Snow Festival"
To celebrate our Feast Day in honour of "Our Lady
of the Snow (name of the Shinjo Church) we had our
2nd Snow Festival on February 11-12.
On the first day we prepared the meals. Nabe
Ryouri ( Japanese soup with vegetables and meat) ;
fried chicken and various Philippine native dishes.
Before dinner we participated to the Traditional
Japanese Event "Osaido" in Funagata town. It was
my first time to attend that festival. It was snowing

and very cold outside. Then we came back to
church and the party begun; eating, drinking, danc-
ing. Suddenly, Funagata district chairman and some
members came to church to attend our gathering
bringing their own food. They join in, dancing,
drinking, eating and singing. I felt the difference of
national character and found that religion was not a
problem to wunderstand each other, to work
together. instead it binds us. Little by little, the
distance will shorten. On the second day, we had
mass at 2:00 p.m. In spite of the bad snowstorm,
many attended mass to celebrate and offer homage
to "Mary" we dedicated flowers, songs and prayers
to our beloved Mother Mary. After that we
enjoyed celebrating all together. It was a nice day. I
wish that the world be able to respect and trust
each other.

God bless all of us. (Joshi Hashimi)
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First Tagalog Mass in Shinjo Church

It was a year and a half since this church has established and a friendship has built. Filipina gathered
altogether in this church. Sometimes, problems come, but thanks God we made it through.

Last march 11, 2012 Father Noel Flaviano visited us. He is a Filipino priest who came from our beloved
country Philippines. We were so happy because it was the first time to attend a tagalong mass in this
church and there were many people came, and waiting for the arrival of Fr. Noel Flaviano. We were so
excited because we felt that we were in the Philippines, and most who attended the mass were Filipina.

In the start of the Homily, Fr. Noel was joking and everybody was laughing, it really feels good to have
a Filipino Priest but in the middle of his Homily, I could feel the peacefulness of the place. Everybody was
listening to Fr. Noel and some were touched of his Homily and were teary eyed, in his Homily.

I learned that we have to love others as we love ourselves, = most of all, we should honor our elders. I
hope that in the coming years, Lord will strengthen our faith in Him and He will give us a strong heart to
overcome all the challenges that will come our ways, Lord Blesses Us all and our friendship that we built
------ Amen. ( Elesa Kutsuzawa )
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My Short Encounter with the Filipinos
in Shinjo
(March-11-2012)

I was so happy na nakasama ko ang mga Filipina who are married to Japanese, sila ay aktibo sa church
at natutuwa sila na nagkasama kami. They really missed Filipino priest at grateful ako that in a short time
w/ them mass, sharing, fellowship, listening to them and in confession, they really need God, his Compas-
sion and love. Sana magkita pa kaming muli.

To the Filipino in Shinjo, wish you all the best. GOD BLESS YOU. Fr. Noel Flaviano. SSCC
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