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We celebrated our new years mass &t 2pm in the afternoon. Lots of people came from different places
to hear the mass for the new yiear to come. Mostly mix languages were used during the mass Tagalog,
English and Mihongo, but the songs we sang were pure Tagalog, Fr. Honma's homily was very touching.
It made me cry and feal that | am not alone in this world. From now on, | will become maorg, more strong
no matter what.

After mass, since it's first Wednasday, we prayed the novena for the Mother of Perpetual Help, After
the prayers. the most enjoyable and most awalting party came. There was lots of food as well as games,
which is more enjovable lke paper dance. breaking eggs. stop dance (Trip to Jenusalem) and lots of
baloons were used for the games. There weare also crackers used which remindz me of the New Years
calebration in the Philippines, Even though we are far apart from our own country, we can also faal the
happiness In our heart, But.this 15 what we call cur desting, we have our mission here the most Important
thing to do is to serve God and His pecple well, May we also take the tima to treasure in our hears all
the goad happenings that come to us and to reflect how our lives can become more human, richer and
deeper, May this year become indeed a yviear of grace. Amen. [Hashimi Jocelyn)
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Fr. Gammy Gestoveo = Am privilege to be able to celebrate on eary Christmas celebration in Shinjo
Catholic church. | heard a lot about =hinjo church from the Filipings in Ofunato and were 2l impressed
by the welcome they received when they visited twa years ago. Indeed, | impressed by the welcome |
oot | really felt at home In shinjo catholle church,

| am also hapoy how Fr. Honma give his time 1o the community, His fathery care for each oneg can
really be felt. His presence is very energizing to all the members in the shinjo community.

| am hoping to go back and celebrate mass again.
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Qnomy first visit to Shinfo Catholic Church, | took the bullet train from Fukushima, looking outside the
window at the white, white snow. It took me 9 hours (including the time that we waited far transportation)
from Ofunato,

Thera was a lot of snow, but | was surprised to know that the local people thought, it is not so much
this year] was alzo surprised by how beautiful and big, Shinjo Church is There was so0 much food to
wlcome us and, the sake of Yamagata was delicious. | also meet again with those who visited us in
Ofunato, last September and enloved the great food together, We talked and talked untll late at
night-—-but | went to bed at midnioht, The next moming., we stuffed our stomach with ckayu (rice
porridge} and started getting ready for the Christmas Mass. The people in Shinjo community really know
what role each of them should play, and how to cooperate with each other. This may sound like a natural
thing, out | just think It Is wonderful how everyone gathers to church, even though they all hawve thelr job
and family, and lots of snow to deal with everyday. The mass filled with Christrmas songs and, Father
Garry' s Tagalog and English samaon.

After the mass, we ate curry rice and then, the Charity Concert for the victims of Typhoon Yolanda
started. | leamed about the terrible situation of Leyte from the CVD and through the speech of Fr.
Honma's. and | sant my heart out to Philippines. az | listenad to the mandarin, piano plaving and the
voice of the soprano singer. Of course, | can™t forget the “bell sisters”™| The chapel was full with people!
We closed the concert by singing & song together and took a group picture! Say cheeget
Although my stay was short, | was able to have an enrlching time. The overflowing hospitality you gave
uz, this is what wa call "o-mo-te-na-shi”. | would love to come back again. Thank you so much,

Sendai Diocase Support Centar far Farsigners { Aiko Hayashi b
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You have a place now, 2 beautiful place. Now the community has to grow and to see you grow in faith.
(FoCENVERSFES AER-TUVEY, CHbs, DS CES A SOENFETEYRELET L SICH T
LVETDL
Fr. Alberto (Pl -5

Thank vou for welcoming ws in our community, thank yau for this beautiful day.

For us the most important thing in &l the communities is for us to meet the living community 83 you. 5o
thank you very much, We feal at home with you, Bven though we are all from a very different country, we
shara our faith s0 we fesl at homsa,
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