In Memory of the Martyrs Pilgrimage in Yonezawa

As the result of the COVID 19 pandemic outbreak in 2019, when all of a sudden everything in our life was
different, we have to be in quarantine. But despite of that, at least we were able to go to church and heard mass for
some times. Thanks to the goodness of Our Saviour Jesus Christ for protecting us not to be contaminated with the
deadly virus. As time slips away, everything goes back to normal, the vaccinations had been in effect, little by little
reaching the least number of epidemic cases.

This year for the first time in four (4) years, on July 2nd, we were so excited and happy early in the morning,
riding the bus bound for Hokusanbara, Yonezawa. Eighteen (18) of us from Shinjo Catholic Church were able to
go and attend. The Holy Mass was officiated by our Hon. Bishop Daisuke Narui, that had started at 11 o’clock A.M.
In the past years it usually drizzles and other times under the pouring rain, but this day the weather was perfect in
the cool breeze of summer. The mass was offered and consecrated to commemorate the 53 martyrs, who had a very
strong faith to God.

It is not just by having a trip with our friends or co-parishioners to attend the mass but there is a deeper
meaning of the pilgrimage, a very significant incidence to a reminiscence of the past, right on that place that had
really occurred 394 years ago. The martyrs had left us the real meaning of the existence of being a faithful
Christian. No matter what’s going to happen, the martyrs together with their families, some were even little
innocent children dressed in their best fine kimonos, are so proud down to their death march with smiles on their
faces, carrying the banners of the image of Our Blessed Virgin Mary and wearing crucifix around their necks. There
was LOVE, the greatest reason that NOTHING will ever separate us from God.

As we go on through life, there are times when we are really heavily burdened, downhearted, or sometimes
being annoyed by someone that makes us feel so miserable. In distress can we still smile? Could we still have the
guts to show up ourselves to the community? Our ups and downs would not be the hindrance of what the Lord
wants us to be. We have to accept how things stands for and go on living and consider these things as manifestations
of our faith, and by the grace of God who had given us the strength, understanding to be a courageous faithful
Christians. By: Juliet Chonan
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